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panics to the ultimate consumers (NRC, 1989b). Seeking to emulate the federal gasoline tax set-aside that supports much of the nation's highway research, membership fees are based on the annual revenues of the member companies, which are generally proportional to the kilowatt-hours of electric power or cubic feet of gas produced and sold.
International Activities11
As in the United States, most infrastructure research in other countries is directed at specific modes and concentrated in government agencies, but is funded directly by the national governments to a much greater extent than in this country. However, a few foreign programs are multimodal in scope. Most notable is Sweden, where the University of Umea, the Royal Institute of Technology, and other universities have been involved in research on infrastructure related to regional development, primarily with Swedish government funding. Research on technological innovation, focused primarily on transport infrastructure, and on global climate change (with some attention to the influence of infrastructure) has been conducted at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in Austria. Japanese industry, universities, and government have been pursuing several initiatives to explore new urban infrastructure systems, under the guidance of the Ministry of Construction and Ministry of International Trade and Industry. The National Research Council of Canada, a government agency, has also undertaken programs of infrastructure research.ndertake infrastructure-related research. Some of the more prominent of these organizations are listed in Table 4. Most of these organizations depend for funding on membership fees and voluntary contributions, and contracts or grants from government agencies, foundations, and private corporations.
